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CRISIS—Gail Abarbanel, left, director of the Rape Treatment Center at Santa Monica
Hospital Medical Center, counsels a rape victim in the emergency examining room.
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‘A FEELING OF RAGE’

OUTRAGED—Lori Brown holds onto boyfriend Stewart Nelsen,
who ran his car into the man he believed raped his girlfriend.
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Effect of Rape on Mates of the Victims

By JOY HOROWITZ
Times Stat Writer

When Stewart Nelsen's 23-year-old
girlfriend, Lori Brown, told him she had
been raped, he was shocked and angry. He
had no one except her to talk to about his
inner rage and utter sense of helplessness.

Not only had she been raped six months
before, she told him, but the district attor-
ney had decided not to prosecute the case
because of the lack of corroborating
evidence.

Nelsen was outraged. He tried calling a
rape hot line listed in the phone book and
got a recorded message. He tried again.
This time, he reached a woman who told
him she wasn't prepared to discuss the
problems a man might confront in dealing
with the rape of his mate.

‘Root of the Problem’

Three days later, Nelsen, a 27-year-old
film editor, decided he had to “get to the
root of the problem.” Based on a descrip-
tion his girlfriend gave him of the man she
says raped her and the location of his
small North Hollywood bungalow, Nelson
drove by the home of the alleged assailant,
Gary Wayne Brown‘ 37, a bearded “car-
penter-actor,” who was once convicted of
statutory rape.

When Brown (no relation to Lori)
stepped ot of his house, Nelsen says in :
detached, almost emotionless voice, “I put
my foot on the 33 and poppe him i
the front of my car

According to a N aseiors report, Brown
received “numerous lacerations . . . su-

SUPPORT—Coordinator of the Rape Prevention Studies Center, Barrie
Levy explains family members sometimes react by blaming the victim.
‘Times photo by Bill Varie

tured" and suffered from a fractured knee.

Having pled no contest to charges of hit
and run, assault with a deadly weapon and
battery, Nelsen was sentenced Nov. 2 by
Van Nuys Municipal Court Judge Paul
Metzler to three years summary probation
and ordered to pay a $500 penalty to the
court and $2,697 in medical expenses to

Brown.

On the surface, the case of Stewart
Nelsen stands as a freakish sort of Charles
Bronson, “Death Wish” escapade, where
the self-appointed vigilante becomes an
outlaw-hero in the public eye. But it is
much more.

Impulse to Destroy

In fact, Stewart Nelsen's response to his
girlfriend’s alleged rape typifies the reac-
tion of the majority of men whose mates
are victims of sexual assault. The help.
lessness. The disbelief. The rage. The im-
pulse to destroy the suspected rapist. The

associated with not being a better

“protector.” The desperation of needing to
talk about these feelings but not wanting
to burden the victim. All are common re-

spons
The' only. real cifference | between
Nelsen and others i tha h acted on is
impulse. Theatrics aside, his case serves to
underscore the larger issues associated
with the mates of rape victims: What are
the effects of rape on them? How does
rape change their relationships? How do
the husbands or lovers of rape victims be-

come victimized themselves?
Please Turn to Page 20, Col. 1
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Continued from First
‘That is higher than the 47% average filing rate for all
crimes, he sai
I i that low rate of charges filed that has disturbed
some of those concerned for rape victims, including
feminist attorney Gloria Allred, who said she plans to
eting with Dt Ay, b Van de Kamp to
discuss his policy on filing rape
Allred became involved in e Brown
case when Lori Nelsen sought i help s e s
itoemey's offcedeclned 1o e charges against Brown
based on Nelsen's report
Identified Brown as u-m
Nelsen had reported her

ries. We wanted tofile the case but couldn't get the cor-
roborating evidence.
ur dilemma was, here’s Lori standing alone saying
she was raped, and Gary Brown saying she was ol
‘There was no evidence to support her.
ut Allred said the issue of corroborating evidence
surfaces too frequently in rape cases, as to
other crimes.
T concerne that the DA's offoe i reguiing ar
{00 miehin the way of corroboration fo rapes, more
" the said. “When somebody is
Tobbed thy ey My vallet s been st
Gocen't have to b andther witnes that the walet was
stolen.”

HeFU e ione i e, wilinkes sl denay diniies
attorneys are receiving more specialized training in

rape cases.
“The department now gets better medical
evldem% our cases stronger, and he D.A. gets

spectal trainingin workshops to undérstand th trauma
a rape victim goes through and to learn better tactical
advicen ying cases,” Asrisad.

Richter agreed: “The D.A. is looking at these cases
‘more and mare, and on borderline cases they often tell

umnlmmevmzme.ortheyhkuchmnewlmn.

‘There’sa ot more attention being paid to sex crim

RAPE: Getting Accused Into Court Proves to Be an Ordeal for Victims

rests for the same crime, allegedly committed in the
e way.

“He (Jenkins) did his homework, researched the law-
‘and made an independent judgment,” Asari said. “T'm
ot suggesting whether he was right o wrong, but he

would follow.”

‘Asara said most of Brown's prior arrests were 100 old
{oave been ed agane b I court s they oold ot
be used in building a case against him or be considered
in deriding whether o fl charges against him,

There was s leal quuum o yhether we could use
o e ety Past cases have

id the district attorney

The case against Brown was especialy dificult to
ly

it oceurred o Sptember, 1978, and dentiied Brown s
the rapist. She told police she had et him in a Holly-

threatened her and forced her to have sex.
Police arrested and questioned Brown, then released
i aher the distrct atorney’s office decided not to

ge hi
"lired asked the districtatorney 1o review the case,
particularly since Brown had been arrested so many
times for rapes which followed a scenario similar to the
one seportd by Nelen, But th case was reected by
Deputy Dis. Aly. Myron Jenkin
harges
e publicity generated af-
ter Nelsen's husband ran over Brown with his auo in

By not red
is “usurping the role f the jury. They should let. the
rape victim have her day in court; let the jury hear the
evidenceand decide e case”

‘Asari agreed that “under the ideal system, the jury
should hear every ule But that's not possible. We do
tave l|m| resources.

confident the d!lmnnl(lx\lﬂlyvlnd'l!leel we have

enough folconvioceial Key, ol Bs g il {¥e

domwuuu:emp-yn ‘money pursuing cases

know we
mxmmdcmnummmmmmshu—w-

of rape cases than ever before, and more con-
Vicions are resuiing because the public 1§ more sensi-

Srerci

“Ynnvemlwnwnm who said they were raped,
254 4] oo Iookind ) who! ey They, e lcke

y went for me . . they came

‘women
bome/In i case,

amethod of operation unlss they are T e
almost exactly like the offense in question.

“Gloria Allred was saying, “Take a chance and file
hie, Even if you doo't ave e evidence or you ean

the jury ictin
‘Asari denied that different standards are \ue;: to de-

ow ths guy's & bad g1y,
sofileanywe

Bt we said we can', make our judgments based e
hat. We bave to bue cur deison cn 1 ot evslustion
whether we can prove he charges we

h on whether o file is often compli-
cated by m emotionalim surrounding the isue and
the difficul
claim of

r-w.
He defended the decision of Jenkins not to file
charges against Brown when Nelsen first reported her
rape, even though Brown's record was filled with ar-

n- e next yea accuing Brow o aps, it pro-
Videa enough carroboration i e charges
the charges that resulted in Brown's e
tion and prison sentence.

e i Py Rl e s ot oo a1
Home afer taking her on a date 0 a Noth Hollywood

o reports, coupled with a report by a Granada
il worman st Evovis b Al L0,raps her n
convinced the disrc stioney to fl

charges against Brown—two :h.rgzs of rape, three of

oral copulation and one of attempted ra

$2 Million Civil Lawsult

Meanwhie fmnr.ued y the district attorney's re-.
luct e Brown with the Nelsen rape, Allred
o e 3 5 elion vl lawauit against brown on
Nelseis behal-—a sit that Nelsn itends to pursue

despite Brown's confinement prison.
“The civil lawsuit really grew  ontof Lot trusration
with the wi

torney had no intention of bringing this guy to

et sl there I  tatute of imitations rstct
Iawnulaalloging civi wronga. likerape, Lo within cne
year of the alleged act, and many rape that

victims miss
Jemiine whilewaing for the evic atiorney 1 fe
carges ot thecase ioberemived o '.nl.l_
relief felt by Allred and the
counselod i e 1o mitigae hr anger over e htion
I the dinri sltorney o treat

rape as seriously as other major crime

T should nol take three,oF 8 r igh rapes to make
a rapist,” Allred said. “Individual women should have
their cases prosecuted on the merits, whenever th
probable cause to believe the crime was committed.

Issue Called More Complex

Deputy Dist. Atty. John Asari, who tried the Brown
case, aid he understands Alred' concern,but the eal-

plex mnn iy ot
g ing Wi e o fle chargs ' a qustonof
whether v thers 1 polfclnt evidenee o make 1 8 rea-
by that we'l ccnvince 12 mpartal .
. “The D.A. has to believe

e hchard Bl a e e investigator
in the Los Angeles Police Depertment’s North Holl.
 said 1t 8 rusraing 1o police s wel
upe vxcum- to have thei repors refcted by
st s e o
ek um e ks i s s
‘meet mi
A wupu oftmes 1 bad o sream and yell o hem
(the ttorney's when 1 felt strongly a
o shoud b T 1 felt mey should at least go for it,
bring the defendant o trial. Maybe he won't be found
guilty, but maybe he will”
Richter admitted that it ften takes more than one re-
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‘The manner in which Brown raped Nelsen was a “car-
‘bon copy” of other rapes reported against Brown in the
past, he said.

“When Lori Nelsen's case was rejected, I knew he
(Brown) would do it again,” Richter said. “f told Lorito
stick around or let us know where you'll be. We may

need .

ari said the Nelsen rape was especially difficult to
file on, “not because we didn't believe Lori, but because
there was no corroborating evidence, like physical inju-
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Getting an Accused Rapist Into Court Proves to Be a Trial in Itself for His Victims

By SANDY BANKS, Times Staff Writer

Just as the recent rape conviction of Gary Wayne
Brown in Van Nuys Superior Court ended a long strug-
gleby huwcumwnemn(eedmn lv.dlolyn;bouud

ice
in rape cases—a com.mveuy tlm oﬂ.en makes adversa-
ries out of potential partners in the justice system.
And it revived long-standing complaints of women
and others that the system still places too heavy a bur-
den of proof on the victim herself.

They were on the same side, yet police, prosecutors

the police department, even though we're on the same
side, because the police want every case filed and we
can't file every one,” a deputy district attorney said.

“To rape victims, our decision not to file, as in the
Brown case, may seem unumaunt to telling them, ‘We
don't believe your story. "

Brown, 38, a carpenter and part-time actor, was con-
victed m January of npiu two young women—Lori
Brown Nelsen and Roberta Cavey—and sentenced last
month to 10 years nnd four months in prison by Judge
Robert R. Devich. He could become eligible for pnmle

forgery, trespassing, bookmaking and a 1970 conviction
for unlawful sex with a 16-year-old girl.

Since 1970, Brown had been arrested seven times on
rape charges by Los Angeles police, but not until last
month was he brought before a jury on a rape charge.

Until he was charged in December, 1979, for the 1978
rape of Nelsen and the 1979 Cavey rape and alleged at-
tempted rape of a Granada Hills woman (of which he
was acquitted), the district attorney's office had filed
npe chnrm against Brown only twice, and neither

sex with | minor rather than stand trial on a charge of
forcible ra)

Bmwn l case indicates what can happen in many raj

as victim and accused thread their way l.hmugh
the leg-] system.

According to the most recent statistics from the state
Bureau of inal Statistics, 1,028 persons were ar-
rested for rape in 1979 in Los Angeles County. Of those
arrested, 273 were released by police; 466, or 45% of
those arrested, were charged with felonies by the dis-
trict attorney, and 276 were convicted of rape.

and Brown's victims often found themselves at 0dds a5 4fter serving two-thirds of his sentence, Devich sai in 1971, diatriasad at: Excluding those suspects released by pg[lcg. u.e dis-

they struggled to bring Brown to trial and convince a " A Browns sentencing, Devich cited Brown's la the prelknimryhemuwhen the woman who reported trict attorney’s office filed charges in 62

bl 3 ey imposing the prison term, 4 history  the Fape becarne distraught and broke down on the wit-  Presented 10 them, said Deputy Dist. Alty. Joe Sier
“The D.A.’s office is often in an adversary role facing that dates to 1962 and includes convictions for narcotics, ness stand. In 1970, Brown pleaded guilty to unlawful Please see RAPE, Page 10

Lori Brown 4

Clipped By:

4= | brian9238
Mon, Jan 27, 2020

Copyright © 2020 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

ij‘%’ ay r “r 1l




	Lori_Brown_article_1
	Lori_Brown_3
	Lori_Brown_4

